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SUBJECT: REPORT ON CHIRIQUI JANUARY 15 MEETING; CATTLEMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION REP DROPPED PROM DELEGATION POR WASHINGTON VISIT 

REF: A) PANAMA 303; B) PANAMA 376 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OP PANAMA CITY CHAMBER 
OP COMMERCE, WHO ATTENDED JANUARY 15 SESSION OF COMITE CIVICO 
DEMOCRATICO IN DAVID, REPORTS MEETING PROCEEDED WITHOUT 
INTERPERENCE, WAS WELL ATTENDED, AND HEARD VARIOUS SPEAKERS 
LAMENT DRIFT OF GOP TO LEFT AND ITS INSTRUSION INTO PRIVATE 
ECONOMY. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIA- 
TION HAS BEEN DROPPED PROM DELEGATION VISITING WASHINGTON 

THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS VOLUNTARY QUOTA POR IMPORTS OP PANAMANIAN 
MEAT BECAUSE OP PARTICIPATION OP ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE 
IN DAVID MEETING. END SUMMARY 

2. Lie. AURELIO BARRIA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OP LOCAL CHAMBER 
OP COMMERCE, INFORMED EMBOPF THAT JANUARY 15 MEETING OF 
COMITE CIVICO DEMOCRATICO PRO MEJORAMIENTO DE PANAMA, 
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CHAMBER, WENT OEF WITHOUT INCIDENT, WITH SOME 800 PEOPLE 
ATTENDING, INCLUDING WELL-KNOWN REPRESENTATIVES EROM 
AGRICULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL CIRCLES IN CHIRIQUI. (ANOTHER 
EYE-WITNESS REPORTED THAT PARTICIPANTS WERE PRIMARILY SMALL 
RICE GROWERS, WITH NUMBER OE CATTLEMEN ALSO PRESENT.) HE 
REPORTED THAT NUMBER OE SPEAKERS VOICED CONCERN ABOUT 
GOVERNMENT'S "DRIET TO THE LEET," ITS INTRUSION INTO AREAS 
EORMERLY RESERVED EOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, AND NOTED POTENTIAL 
EOR INDOCTRINATION OF CHILDREN PRESENTED BY EDUCATIONAL RE- 
EORM LEGISLATION. HE DID NOT RECALL ANY EXTENSIVE REEERENCE 
TO GENERAL TORRIJOS CUBAN VISIT. HE SAID GROUP REPRESENTA- 
TIVE OE COMITE PLANNED TO CONTINUE TO SEEK OPPORTUNITY TO 
DISCUSS ITS CONCERNS WITH LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION AND THAT 
ANOTHER MEETING OE COMITE WAS SET EOR END OE MONTH, PROBABLY 
JANUARY 30. 

3. BRIEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 13 OE PRO-GOP "CRITICA" EOR JANUARY 
20 REPORTS ON VISIT TO CHIRIQUI LAST WEEK BY AGRICULTURE 
MINISTER PARADES. INCLUDED IS STATEMENT THAT PAREDES TURNED 
DOWN INVITATION TO ATTEND MEETING OE "COMITE CIVICO" 

JANUARY 15 BECAUSE IT APPEARED THAT PURPOSE OE MEETING WAS 
OTHER THAN THAT INDICATED TO HIM AND THAT AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO PRESENT TO HIM PROBLEMS OE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION HAD 
ALREADY BEEN PROVIDED. 

4. OEEICE OF VICE MINISTER OE AGRICULTURE GONZALEZ HAS 
CONEIRMED TO US THAT RAFAEL ZUBIETA, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
OE NATIONAL CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION, WILL NOT BE ACCOMPANY- 
ING GONZLEZ ON VISIT TO WASHINGTON THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS 
PANAMA'S VOLUNTARY MEAT QUOTA (PANAMA 391) AND THAT LEGIS- 
LATIVE COMMISSION MEMBER ERNESTO PEREZ BALLAD ARES HAS BEEN 
ADDED TO GROUP. ZUBIETA INEORMED US HE WAS TOLD HE WAS 
DROPPED BECAUSE OE CRITICAL REMARKS DIRECTED AT GOP BY 
PRESIDENT OE CHIRIQUI CHAPTER OE ASSOCIATION AT JANUARY 

15 MEETING (ZUBIETA DID NOT HIMSELE ATTEND). 

5. DEVELOPMENTS DESCRIBED ABOVE OVERTAKEN BY ARREST 
JANUARY 20 OF PROMINENT MEMBERS OF PRIVATE SECTOR IN 
APPARENT REACTION TO OPEN CRITICISMS OE GOP (SEPARATE 
REPORT EOLLOWS). 
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